Primitive neuroectodermal tumors of the central nervous system.
Primitive neuroectodermal tumors are morphologically similar malignant tumors arising in intracranial and peripheral sites of the nervous system, showing varying degrees of cellular differentiation with a tendency to disseminate along cerebrospinal fluid pathways. They occur primarily in children and young adults. Under the designation primitive neuroectodermal tumors are included medulloblastomas and tumors that may differentiate in other directions, such as medulloepithelioma, neuroblastoma, polar spongioblastoma, pineoblastoma, ependymoblastoma, retinoblastoma, and olfactory neuroblastoma. From a practical, histologic point of view, these tumors are often indistinguishable from one another and are best thought of as primitive neuroectodermal tumors with or without differentiating features.